A Summary of Events in the Sudan from 1819-1899
later at Masindi lie proclaimed Unyoro an Egyptian
province. He organised military posts, entered into
friendly relations with the King of Uganda, and did
everything that was possible to stamp out the slave-trade
in the territories annexed and on the Nile.
In August, 1873, Baker returned to Cairo, and the
following year the Khedive appointed Charles George
Gordon to continue his work of consolidation, exploration
and reform, under the title of Governor-General of the
Equatorial Provinces. His headquarters were to be at
Gondokoro, and his sphere of control extended northwards
to Kodok.
Throughout the course of 1874 Gordon, with an Italian,
Gessi, as his right-hand man, laboured to fulfil the task
appointed him. The native chiefs for the most part
offered their submission, confidence was restored, com-
munications were opened, and the slave-trade received a
severe check. By the end of the year posts had been
established at the Sobat junction, Nasser, Shambe, Bor,
Latuka, Lado (whither the headquarters had been moved),
Bejaf, Dufile, etc.
This same year, 1874, also saw considerable develop-
ments in the Eastern and the Western Sudan. In the
west, Zubeir, the most powerful of the Bahr-el-Ghazal
slave-traders, who had recently made himself entirely
independent and had defeated a force sent against him
by the Government, was engaged in a quarrel with the
Sultan of Darfur, having meanwhile, not only received a
full pardon, but been appointed Governor of the Bahr-el-
Ghazal. He prepared to invade Darfur from the South,
whilst the Government decided to do the same from the
east. The plan was duly carried out, the Sultanate of
Darfur passed under the dominion of the Khedive, and
Zubeir was made a Pasha. He then proceeded to Cairo
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